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Original goals and objectives  

The primary goal of the Riparian Restoration Project was to reduce the negative environmental 
impacts resulting from vegetation trampling and streambank erosion near a waterfall on scenic 
Rocky Branch. The waterfall is next to the Ridge to River Trail, a deeded right of way for visitors to 
Rolling Ridge to travel between the Shenandoah River and the Appalachian Trail. To achieve the 
primary goal, Rolling Ridge proposed several actions that included: 1) creating a more stable and safe 
stream crossing at the site (already completed prior to the grant award); 2) planting native woodland 
trees, shrubs, and herbaceous vegetation along the banks to re-vegetate and redirect foot traffic back 
to the designated stream crossing; 3) building a handrail-type barrier that demarcates the trail to 
access the waterfall, effectively limiting the development of multiple unsanctioned trails; 4) installing 
signs to direct foot traffic and to provide education to visitors about the importance of the project; 
and 5) engaging volunteers in order to educate the public about conservation, share knowledge and 
experience about the environment, promote active land stewardship.  

Summary of the program’s accomplishments, progress, and unexpected obstacles  

The Riparian Restoration Project was implemented as proposed, and early observations from the 
project site indicate that our conservation actions are working. The improved crossing has withstood 
inundation and high flows. Most of the vegetation we’ve planted is living, including the 3-foot living 
stakes of red osier dogwood and ninebark that were inexpensive and able to be planted directly into 
eroding banks where rooted trees could not be planted. The project was completed before the 
summer season, when most of the visitors use the area, so potentially the project will have a great 
impact during its first year. We estimate that the stream and waterfall area receive about 10-20 
visitors each non-rainy day! While human visitors to the restoration area appear to follow the new 
traffic pattern by staying out of the revegetation area and not going beyond the ropes that identify 
and protect fragile stream banks, visitor’s dogs are not as effectively directed. This is a future 
obstacle that we will need to deal with, as many of the hikers and bikers bring their dogs to the 
Rolling Ridge trails. Is some type of directive to put dogs on a leash the solution? We need to 
explore this issue and its future impact. Visitation to Rolling Ridge’s trails appears to be increasing 
every month.  

A project-related story  

One of the greatest outcomes of the Riparian Restoration Project has been how it brought so many 
different people together for the same cause. We were blessed to have beautiful weather for our 
scheduled volunteer days, and teenagers, adult bikers, and older people that live in the area came out 
to work together. Many of the people that I’ve spoken to at the restoration site were new visitors 
and were impressed by the project because it instantly demonstrates the conservation goals of 
Rolling Ridge. Some of these new visitors have signed up as volunteers that will help us achieve 
future projects designed to protect our environment.   



 



  



 


